
         
     African American Atlanta History

                               Your History
    By   D. Stephens Lattimore, SLP

Do you know who you are??  Who you really, really are????

   Do  you know that Bishop Henry McNeal Turner was one of the first national-
ists.?  Do you know that not only was he an ordained minister in the African 
Methodist Episcopal church, but he also was a proponent of the “ back to Af-
rica” movement to Sierra Leone long before Marcus Garvey. Did you know that 
he was also elected to the Georgia Legislature?

   Did you know that the Dixie Hills community is rich in African American -
Atlanta heritage and civil rights history? The Black Panther party had meetings 
right in the heart of the Dixie Hills community. Did you know that there are 
streets in the area named for some of Atlanta’s famous historically black col-
leges and universities?  Did you know that “Tiger” Flowers was an famous Afri-
can American fighter in the 1920’s?  His mansion was on  Simpson Rd. Fire 
station #16 that housed the first black firemen stands in its place now. Did you  
know that Dr. F. Earl McLendon opened a medical clinic on the corners of 
Sharon St. and Chicamauga Avenue?                                            (Cont’d on pg. 4)

Key Points 

�i�� 8th grade met their targets for the 

Writing Test. Student copies will 
be mailed home

�i�� Saturday Academy—8am—12pm

�i�� After School Tutorials—Mon., 

Tues., & Thurs.—4pm-6pm

�i�� School Motto:  

  Creating Excellence in Character 
and Academics

�i�� Our Four Targets: 

    Academics, Behavior, Respect, 
and Attendance 
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 The 
Administration           

Corner

H .  M .  T U R N E R  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  

Q U A R T E R L Y      

N E W S L E T T E R
     Turner Talk

F E B R U A R Y – M A R C H

   2 0 0 8

    

   D A T E S  T O                

R E M E M B E R

�x�� Iowa Test of Basic 

Skill                  (ITBS) 

- 3/10-3/13

�x�� Terra Nova Gifted 

Exam

�x�� Mid point– Semester 

2—3/12

�x�� Mid Semester Plan-

ning Day –  

3/14

�x�� Parent Night

�x�� 6th/7th gr. –3/18

�x�� 8th gr.– 3/20

�x�� Help a Child Smile 

Dental Van - 3/21

�x�� Report Card due–   

3/21

�x�� Spring Break - 4/7-

4/11/08

�x�� CRCT - 4/21-25;  4/28 

- 5/1

                       

Reminder to Parents

     CRCT is a high stake test required of all 
students.

  Parents can monitor and access student pro-
gress on GOAS (Georgia online assessment 
system).  You will need the logon ID which is the 
Georgia Test Identifier and the password is stu-
dent.

You can obtain this information from your 
child’s homeroom teacher. The website is 
www.georgiaoas.org.

   In addition to the GOAS website, there is 
another tool that can be accessed at home called 
the Accelerated Reader program. This will assist 
your students with the English/language arts 
skills.

 The website is :

http:// hosted115.renlearn.com/513851

     Student 

            spotlights

Talent prevails throughout Henry Mc Neal Turner Middle 
School.  Students continuously show their academic and creative prowess.  

In  Ms. Overton’s class, students are truly publishers. Not just 
through using Microsoft Word,  but within true literary circles. The fol-
lowing students’ essays have been accepted for publication with Creative 
Communications.
     The students’ essays are as follows:
Yvette Baron—” The History of Basketball”
Jerome Bernard- “ How Football Came Along in my Life”
Kinsey Blackamore- “Music”
Hermera Blanks- “ Freedom”
Le’Nard Brown- “What my Family Means to Me”
Jeffery Cash- “My Favorite Sport”
Sammy Evans- “ Football is My Favorite Sport”
Michael Flournoy- “My Life”
Renecia Hines- “A Gift”
Jaqueze Hudson- “Does Hip-Hop Influence Society”
Quivada Hutchinson- “What My Family Means to Me”
Xavier Lawson’ “My Family”
Erica Luckett- “What My Family Means to Me’
Mary Mapp- “The Person I Admire Most”
Bobbie Parham- “No More Drugs”                            (Cont’d on pg.2)
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Polls to Politics
  

On Tuesday, February 5, 2008, the state of Georgia , along with many other states, held 
presidential primaries featuring the republican and democratic candidates.

At the same time, Mr. Smith’s 8th grade math class held its own mock presidential elec-
tion with the three leading candidates of both political parties. The students were given a brief 
biography of each of the candidates before they voted.  They  were encouraged  not to vote on the 
basis of race and/or gender.  The students were asked to vote on the basis of each candidates views 
concerning the issues and who they thought would be the best person to lead this country. After the 
voting of the four classes on Team A, the students were given a math task to find the percentages 
of votes received by each candidate and determine the winner of the mock election. Reflections on 
the reasons behind their choices was also done.

The students had a wonderful time with the mock voting as it was leading up to Turner 
Middle Schools student government elections. The mock election was  a great interdisciplinary tool 
with Georgia Studies and language arts. It also related to black history since  one of the Presiden-
tial candidates, Barack Obama, is an African American.

     Who would you vote for??????
One Academic Fair Winners

Atlanta Public Schools hosted its city wide One Academic Fair  in February where 
students  competed in a scholastic manner  in science, math , and social studies.

Congratulations goes to Ms. S. Clay, 7th grade math teacher,  Mrs. J. Green-Holmes, 
7th grade social studies, and Mr. J. Turner, 7th grade social studies and their students. Each of 
the students focused on a particular topic, researched and created  projects.

           Mr. Turner’s class placed 1st with a gold key award for group projects. The students 
were Jalen Thomas, Andrew Scott, and Jerome Gemes.  The title of their project was “How 
did the Jena 6 affect the level of Black Freedom?”

  Ms. Clay’s class placed 3rd with a  bronze key award.  The  students were Andy 
Beasley and Marcus Greer. The title of their project was” M&M Math: A Statistical analysis of 
the frequency of colors of M&M’S in a bag.”

Mrs. Green-Holmes’ class also placed 3rd with a bronze key award for group pro-
jects. The students were Fredricka Kidd, Amber Hughes, and Kierra Williams.  The title of 
their project was “Teen Relationships: Are they Healthy?”

Another group from Mr. Turner’s class placed 3rd with a bronze key award. The stu-
dents were Ashley Crouch and Moriam Folade.  The title of their project was “Gangs: Are 
They Taking over our City?” 

  Our hats go off to Andrew, Jerome, Jalen, Andy, Marcus, Fredricka, Amber, Kierra, ,Ashley, 
and Moriam for a job well done.  Keep up the excellent work!

Orchestra 

Accolades

      The combined 
Turner/Carson Orchestra under 
the direction of Ms. T. Butts, 
performed at the Georgia Mu-
sic Educators Association’s 
Large Group Performance 
Evaluation on February 
21,2008.

      At the festival, the students 
performed before a panel of 
three judges. The combined 
orchestra received a rating of 
Excellence.

Both schools were well repre-
sented and they performed 
together as one orchestra.

Turner’s students in-
clude Isis Buffington, Dontavi-
ous Dean, Jacqueze Hudson, 
Briauna Butts, Jasmine Garrett, 
Martrick Williams, Aundrilla 
Jones, Tyia Johnson, and Kierra 
Marsden.

                                         CEC -  Achievers

The Council for Exceptional Children hosted their Achievers Awards  pro-

gram on March 13, 2008. Staff member, Mrs. Deborah Stephens Lattimore, SLP, and 

students Brianna Hall, James Montgomery, and Gregory Stephens were honored .  

Congratulations to our honorees.

Student Spotlights
(Continued from pg.1)

Kharharee Lane - “ The Life of Mary 
Lucille Johson-Foxe”

Jasmine Stone- “ What R&B means   
to me”

Janecia Thomas - “Dogs”

Alexis Thomas - “My Middle         
School Experiences”

Derek Turner-”My Favorite Sport”

Melissa Williams - “California”

Alisha Williams - “The Sport I    
              Admire Most?

Jasmine Marshall - “My Future”

    Congratulations to our future 
authors!

CLASS NOTES



      African American History -  Notable Points and Literary Pieces
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  A Raisin in the Sun
 The Language Arts classes have been studying the novel, A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry.  
Ms. Overton’s 8th grade class has completed a series of literary activities focusing on creative writing 
news( articles), poetry (biopoems), and diary entries.  A few of them are featured in this newsletter.   

     LITERARY CORNER

Chicago Sun-Times

1950’ s-1960

   This is Lavonta Good, Alisha Williams, and Jeffery Cash. We are reporting live from Chicago. We are here to 

see what a small black family that’s having problems with integration, have to say. So far, they are really fed up with 

whites telling them what they can and cannot do.

They are also upset about why whites don’t want them to stay in their neighborhoods. They think that 

they shouldn’t be judged by their skin color. It shouldn’t be like that, but it is. It’s not fair, but life is not fair either. 

They were right by calling someone and not taking things in their own hands because it could’ve been different.

Today we are here trying to give answers to this family’s questions. We are getting angry with some of the 

things that they are telling us people are saying and attempting to do to them. To us no one has the right to issue 

out threats or attempt to hurt someone’s family because of what color their skin is. This family is going through a 

lot and we are going to try hard as we can to help solve this family’s problems.

We are trying hard, but we know someone else is trying to help out with the problem too. We are going 

to get to the bottom of this one way or another. With all the help that is here, we should get answers fast!

Characterizations

Biopoems

Walter

Greedy, alcoholic, un-

grateful, bad tem-

pered

Momma, Ruth, Travis

Big Walter, Bernethia, 

Travis

‘Loving, stubborn, 

lazy

A house, a job, money

Of not getting his 

future like he wants, 

momma

Love, respect, hard 

way to go

His future, his sister 

becoming a doctor, a 

new life

Rooming home in 

Chicago

Younger

By Alisha Williams
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                    African American Atlanta History-Your History                          cont’d from pg.1

     Did you know that Martin Luther King Drive  had two different names? On one end, the black end, the name was Hunter Street, and the other  

end, the white end, was Mozley Drive. Do you know that Rev.W. Weatherspool was the  first black to purchase a home in the Mozley park 
neighborhood in 1949?  Within five years, the neighborhood shifted from white to black.

     Atlanta is famous for being the birthplace and home of many famous African Americans, however, Henry McNeal Turner High and Middle 
schools rank high among these notables.  The late Dr. Hamilton Holmes, physician, and Journalist Charlayne Hunter Gault are Turner High alums 
that also integrated the University of Georgia. Others are Judge Marvin Arrington,  Carolyn Long Banks, former City Councilwoman, Mack Jones, 
former pro baseball player, and Mel Pender, Olympian.                                                                 

    Among our own include Dr. Strickland, mentor, former principal and  superintendent of Atlanta Public Schools, Coach Gregory Slack, the late 
Madame Claudette Carter, and Mrs. Alicia Hayes-Gant of the Visions Program. Mrs. Hayes-Gant actually completed her middle school studies 
here.  Some of our veteran teachers may remember her gracing the halls of the old Turner.

    This  gives you a taste of the strong and proud heritage within the African American community of Atlanta , Georgia. There are many more 
Turner and Atlanta  accolades to share.  These persons were just like you, children with dreams...big dreams.   Set your  goals, write your vision, 
make your  plans, and excel and soar to higher heights.  Remember,  if you can imagine it, you truly can achieve it!!

LITERARY CORNER           
(cont’d.)

 Diary Entries

June 19, 1953

My mother has a big check coming in tomorrow. I know it’s her money, but I can take the little 
money and turn it into the money of our dreams. We could be living like kings and queens if 
she would only see it my way. I only need about six thousand dollars to receive my liquor li-
cense and open my own bar. This is going to be great!

June 20, 1953

The check has finally come! I’ve been waiting all of my life for this type of opportunity, but no 
one would even give it a chance. My mother has ten thousand dollars and she still acts like the 
world is coming to as end. If my family would only help me, I could help my family become 
financially secure. But instead of being on my side, they would rather buy a house. I guess 
they’ll never be on my side. 

June 21, 1953

Today is the day our family moves into the new house. I now see how much this means to 
Mama. To have bought this beautiful house herself is an astonishing achievement, even though 
our new neighbors don’t like us very much. They actually sent a representative from some 
kind of committee trying to drive us out of our own home. To make matters worse, the 
money I gave to my business partner seems to have disappeared. That money meant a lot to 
this family and I lost it. I know times will be tough, but our family will keep moving on.

Biopoem

           Momma

Helpful, caring, powerful, me-
ticulous

Relative of…. Travis, Walter, 
Bernethia

Lover of…. Her plant, Big Wal-
ter, God

Who feels….worried, trusted, 
sad, 

Who needs….love, money , 
white people’s respect

Who gives…. Nourishment, love,

Who would like to see…. Big 
Walter, her family happy, Wal-

ter running his own liquor store

By Jasmine Stone
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EXTRA CURRICULAR POINTS

Spring Athletics

 The spring athletic activities involve the sports of soccer and track.  Coach Blanco is the 
soccer coach. Mr. Neal and Mr. Slack  are the coaches for the boys and girls track teams.

 The members of the soccer team are  Isis Buffington, Breanna Butts, Hermera Blanks, Taja Bryant, 
Chastity Challenger, Shyra Dent, Nydia Ford, Brenda Grier, Desarae Johnson, Whitney Lewis, Kayla 
Matthews Alexis Thomas,Tyesha Thomas, Breanne Ball,and Nichelle Daniel.

  The members of the track teams are as follows:

Girls Track Team members– Hermera Blanks, Isis Buffington, Shyra Dent, Nydia Ford., Whiney 
Lewis, Taja Bryant,Brenda Grier, Alexis Thomas, Nichelle Daniel, Janecia Thomas, Tyesha Thomas. 
Boy’s Track Team members—Darrien Dean, Thaddeus Davis, Xavier Lawson, Freddie Ivory,Jaqueze 
Hudson, Dominique Douglas, Kelsey Spencer, Jalen Thomas, Brandon Brooks, Jeffery Jefferson.

  The first track meet was cancelled due to inclement weather.  The next meet will be held on Sat-
urday, March 15 at Lakewood Stadium.

S. G. A. 

On February 7, the candidates for Turner Middle 
School’s 2007 –2008 Student Government Association were 
presented to the student body.  The candidates stood 
proudly as they  shared with their classmates their promises 
and dreams for the good of  the school.

On Friday, February 8, all grade levels were given 
ballots and placed their votes for the candidates of their 
choice.  The election results were:  Nydia Ford, President,  
Jerome Gemes, Vice President, Walkerria Benford, Secre-
tary, Brianna Warren, Assistant Secretary, Dominique Doug-
las, Treasurer, Kelsey Spencer, Parliamentarian, Jaquayvius 
Jackson, Reporter, and La Justice Reese, Historian.

Congratulations to the newly  elected Student Gov-
ernment  officers. The installation of officers will be held on 
March 21,2008.

    Listen for additional information.

              “The Turner Teaser”

    If a  man can walk 2 miles per hour and needs 

nine hours of sleep each day, what is the fastest he 

could travel the 3000 miles from New York to Los 

Angeles?

The first 3 persons who submit the correct 

answer to Mr. Miles in room # 331 will get a special 

prize.  The winner will be announced later in March.



Support Staff Sharings

    Did you know that not only is the month of February famous for Valentine’s 
Day, but is also known as American Heart Month?
  Heart disease better know as Cardiovascular Disease, (CVD), ranks as America’s

number one killer claiming the lives of over thirty-six percent of the more than 2.4 million people who die each year. Cancer 
toll is nearly twenty-three percent. CVD, ranks as the number one killer of African Americans claiming 36.3 percent of more 
than 291,000 Blacks. The cancer mortality rate in African Americans is about forty-two percent. CVD, includes diseases of the 
heart, high blood pressure, (HBP), congestive heart failure, (CHF), heart defects from birth, hardening of the arteries, (CAD), 
and other diseases of the circulatory system. Nearly forty-five percent of Black adults in the U.S. have HBP. Blacks are also 
more likely to have HBP, to be overweight or obese, and have diabetes, which are all factors that contribute to CVD. An esti-
mated 72 million people in the U.S. over age 20 have HBP and 105.2 million people in the U. S. age 20 or over have high choles-
terol levels of 200 or above. 

   WHAT TO DO TO DECREASE YOUR   RISK FOR CVD???? 
-EXERCISE- daily walks, swimming, even cleaning or vacuuming the house. 

-EAT HEALTHY- include fruits and fresh or frozen vegetables. Avoid excessive salt intake.  Salt is to the body as a paper towel 
is to water. They both hold fluid. This extra fluid held in the body makes the heart pump harder and longer to circulate these 
fluids. This extra pumping contributes to high blood pressure.  It can also lead to kidney damage. 

-MAINTAIN HEALTHY CHOLESTEROL LEVELS

-AVOID STRESS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE- Take ten minutes a day to do what you enjoy: meditation, music, reading. If you 
have more time, take in a movie, play/ concert, or even an Atlanta Hawks game. And, DON’T FORGET TO LAUGH. Remem-
ber stressed spelled backwards is desserts!!

-TAKE PRESCRIBED MEDICATIONS

-Learn the proper techniques of CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (CPR)

DON’T FORGET-

 YOU ONLY GET ONE HEART.         

Be Good to it !

W. Hammons, RN., M.ED.

Counselor’s Corner                           “Hold On To Your Integrity”

     Character and character traits describe people beyond their physical attributes. Developing good 
character helps us to become caring, moral persons and contributes to our well being. A person of 
integrity is one who is honest and holds onto moral principals even in the face of temptation. Do 
you have integrity? Can you resist peer pressure or risk losing friends because you won’t do the 
wrong thing? In the end it is always better to listen to the voice of reason and make good decisions. 
Hold on to your integrity and enjoy peace of mind and good mental health.


